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BY DEBRA MAURER

n A swimming pool can transform your

Backyard into the ultimate enter
tainment hib—a fun place for kids to play
and an atersctive landscape to enjoy. But
if your pood is outdated, needs repairs, or
just chossn®tsult vour eeds or style pref-
erences, iteould be time fora makeover,
Fortunately, many luvury pool bullders
wivo focus on new constrction alsodo
amazing renovations,

The followeing pool builders and industry
experts share thelr insighr on pool rernad-
cls, including derails about some of their
best remodeling projects, popular features,
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and planning tips so vou'll know what to
expect a8 youl dive o vour pocl makeover.

POOL REMOVATION PROJECTS
Cling Fore, vice president of Aqua Blue
Panls, Charledton, South Carolina,
designed a smaller pool to Increase the
backyard lving apace. “We were able to
transiorm the existing footprnt of the
pood by demolishing and removing the
old pool, spa, and deck area and replacing
Irwirh a more funcrional, modern deslan
that fit the homeowners' needs,” says Fore,
Thie old pool was“outdated, lacked style,

ancl was too big for the space,” says Cindy
Cline, the poal's desipner landscape avchi-
tectat Wertimner Associates in Charbeston.
W ecavated the ariginal pool and bl
the new one within that existing envelope
b ar abowt half the size. Cline and Fore
were able to achieve “anoverall balanced
codnposition of pool and terrace space that
works better for [the homeowners'] living
and entertaining preferences,” saays Cline.
Dustin \Watters, vice president of Wat-
rers Aquatech Pools & Spas, Las Vegas in
Mevada, shares a renovation project in
which the criginal backyard consisted of two
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sandsrone rock warerfalls, a stream, and two
ponds. However, the rockwork was falling
apartand the dient wanoed toedd o pool
and spa tobetter enjoy the space as a family.
Watters demolished oneofthe ponds
romeake room for the poel and spa. “We
coverod the existing real rock wanerfalls
amd stream with artificial rock carvings,”
explains Watters, “We thenereated a new
bridge over the stream to better access the
back of the property—wr also incorporated
an isclated seating area away from the main
patic.' These changes completely trans-
formed the space and the client is extremely
satisfied with the cutcome, says Watters.
“The backyard is now something the entire
family can use fior many years to comie”™
Rodney Allison, founder and owner
of Allison Landscape & Pool Company in
Denison, Texas, converted anoubdated
pel intoa beautiful and functional space
for the whole family, The pool clashed
with the contemporary stvle of the home
wind weas st ichend for the client's yvoung
children, so the homeowner decided 1o
aidd o spa, waterslide, and water feature,
e skartec h}' hl:ﬁ|di:|.g:| raied S
over the rounded pool entry,” says Allison,
“We replwced ehe tile wall with s warer
fearure, wiich turned an eyesore intoa
fn:u.':ll]'.\-c:-in'l. f:EI‘IIt!l‘iIIS the slide GuipaLt on
the water feature allowed us toadd this
awesome leature while staying within the
confnes of the symmetrical design.”
Allizon ru[ﬁ:ll:\ud'lhl: outdated materials
with precast chipped face coping, Lucd-
ersdry stack veneer stone, and Ocean
Blae Pebible Sheen, which enhanced the
aesthetics. A synthetic grass deck wasalso
added with the clients children in mind.
“Cwverall we wanred vo creare a livable out-
door space for the whaole family that wasan
extension of thebr home," says Allison.

POPULAR REMOVATION FEATURES
[fyou are considering a makeover for
your pool, you may already have certaln
fearures in mind, but there are a wide
variery of options. Many of Fore's poal

pholograpt ty Patrick Brickiman (opl
oty Aqu Blee Popls ibol ooy

renovation requests inchade adding a
waater feature andfor spa, replacing the
|)|1I:I-J deck and L'\e:-ping. andior nckdi T T
p|.:||.|!-;;-|'_||.-n|1i.|1n z\clui praent.

As you decide what types of remova-
tions vou'd like, consider features thar
will |'||."'|p:.l-:x|5\¢t FHIPE WRe iJIJ[l:Il.}'IJIJr
punl il m,!]:-q;ﬁ:ll arem, Fore ul:&wstsinnuas
ing the deck area iyou'd like to create
more spaee for entertaining, for exampde.

".!’-L{dil:ls awet deck or sun shelltoa
poal allows clicnts wo experience i relaxing
area of the pool without having Togee com-
plevely into the water,” savs Watters. *We
have also added copper and stainbess-steel
water pots, which add a new dimenston of
sound and architecture to the backyard

Tert Wiltshire, special projecrs man-
ager for Master Pools Gulld, Ine., In
Richmond, Virginia, suggests options
toconsider based on how you'd like to
use the pool. Warer features are often
added for the tranquil sound of cascad-
ing water while a hidden grottocan
kick up the fun factor.

Wilkshire noves that new ilL"f.'kiﬂi.'_
isa popular option for remodels as it
complerely rransforms your poolscape.
Travertine pavers are desirable for their
lhuxury appearance and durabilicy while
stone decking is commmaon for remod-
els where a more natural ambiance is
wanted, says Wiltshire. For a more casual
look, you may opt for woed orwood com-
posite. “Today's wood composite options
give homeowners the look they desire
with a longer lifespan and less upkeep,”
says Wileshire. Concrere is another op-
tiom that offers some acsthetic versatiliny
as it “can be finished in numerous colors
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and stampesd resermhling stone, tike, or
brick.” Wiltshire |:x|'||.'|i1:.s;.

BUDGET CONSCIOUS

I21|1:-.'||u wank !-::-gi'l.'l." your Fn.u:r] anew ook
o i limiated Ialtﬂgtzl?" [r'}-::u :|'r|.-|.|1|1ki:||g Eo
upstate your pool ona budger, we would
Focommnbend E]L’ltlgill.t: YEHET |:||;.'|£L¢.'r,ti!|.*,
and coping,” says Allison, "For example,
feplacing a stained white plaster with a
colorful exposed aggregate Amish will in
seantly glve [yvour | poaola fresh, new loak."
Allison noves that exposed agprepates
sich as Pebble Tee have been very popu-
far; these types of finishes create “various
hues [char] Instanthy breathe life back into
a dated pool.”

For limived |'|L|IJHL19¢.W;3III:¢:{:< TEc-
ommends wpdating the pool lighting,
“Changing the lighting is a quick, easy, and
somiewhat Inexpenslve process, depend-
ing on the amount of lights,” savs Warters.
“LED lighting provides a cleancr light,
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which lnsts much longer than traditional
mcindescent |ig]|.|i|1l_';_"

PLAHMNING YOUR POOL RENOVATION
During: the design process, vou'll beabletaget
B vl il ey aof Iug;n.'l.'v_.'l'm:r it |n|.p|-e:1,qxj PEmOAT
thony will Lok, =L el thar professional
Eﬂ.‘-'i.ll'llT.:II:IH,[ll Wil dusiﬂ:u.'r.\zm ablet ogive thetr
clients 31 remderings to review sothe chient
an see the proposed elfectof the remaodel,”
says Wiltshire, “They have an immediate
visuml rll'llm-.-!h{'iruew:sp:un: witll loserke. ™

‘Wiltshire recommends preparinga llst
of remodel congiderations, '|:-|‘il.?:'il:||:5..a|'||.1
poalside activities vour family enjoys and
presenting them toyour pool builder or de-
algmer. “There may be new options avallable
thiat vour butldes can shase,” save Wiltshire.
“[Keepinmind] that there are instances
where your remode] project can uncoveran
unexpected and necessary repalr.”

You must alzo consider the timing of
your project. “Communicate your desired

tineframesand havea clear understansding
Llf}'l'lul' builder's timelines and schedules.
[Also] underszand ifhow [the ] weather
fl!l:l}':ﬂ'!'r\cl the schedule.” And most i.|'||.|:lc:-r-
tant, “verify credentials of vour builder and
check references,” Wiltghire advises.
Whether you just want an updated
ook or you're ready for a complete pool
makeover, there i a luoury pool bullder
aned desigier for vou. ORCE Yot fefova-
tiom is complewe, we know your “before”
and “afver” pletures will be specracular.
alllsonpeols.com, aquabluepools.net,
masterposisquild.com, pebbletec.com,
wattersaguatech.com@

piRzaraphs Courleny of Wb Suatech Pocls & Spas



